58              THE QUAKER COLONIES

undertaking; the Legislature and public institutions
raised the necessary funds; and the American Philo-
sophical Society, the only organization of its kind
in the colonies, had charge of the preparations.

The American Philosophical Society had been
started in Philadelphia in 1743. It was the first
scientific society to be founded in America, and
throughout the colonial period it was the only
society of its kind in the country. Its member-
ship included not only prominent men throughout
America, such as Thomas Jefferson, who were in-
terested in scientific inquiry, but also representa-
tives of foreign nations. With its library of rare
and valuable collections and its annual publica-
tion of essays on almost every branch of science,
the society still continues its useful scientific work.

John Bartram, who was the first botanist to
describe the plants of the New World and who
explored the whole country from the Great Lakes
to Florida, was a Pennsylvania Quaker of colonial
times, farmer born and bred. Thomas Godfrey,
also a colonial Pennsylvanian, was rewarded by
the Royal Society of England for an improvement
which he made in the quadrant. Peter Collinson
of England, a famous naturalist and antiquarian
of early times, was a Quaker. In modern times